
The official US
Open trophies,
when not at

Flushing Meadows
for the late-summer
Grand Slam tourna-

ment, are kept
protected and

on display at the
Hall of Fame.

>>> Vitas
G e r u l a i t i s ’
Rickenbacker

six-string was
purchased by the
ATP at a charity
auction and later
loaned to the Hall
of Fame.

2 The tennis shoes and news-
making lycra catsuit that Puma
designed for Serena Williams’
title run at the 2002 US Open
were a gift from Serena to

the Hall of Fame.

THIS SUMMER THE INTERNATIONAL
Tennis Hall of Fame celebrates the distin-
guished careers of Germany’s Steffi
Graf, Sweden’s Stefan Edberg and
California’s Dodo Cheney by honoring
them as the Hall’s newest enshrinees.

Also in 2004, the Hall of Fame cel-
ebrates its 50th anniversary. Founded
in 1954 by James Van Alen, the
Hall is the world’s premier show-
case for all that tennis has been
and is today, from the outmoded
to the modern, from the historical
to the history-making, from the
sepia-toned antiques of yester-
year to the vibrant colors of
the 21st-century game.

Located at the Newport
Casino in Newport, R.I., the
ITHOF is a visual chronicle of
tennis, a museum of the
sport’s curiosities, artifacts
and photographs. In honor
of the golden anniversary,
USTA Magazine walks you
through the hallowed halls
of our sport’s shrine and
offers a glimpse at
some of the more
intriguing slices of
history housed within.
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<<< In 2003 the Hall of Fame put on exhibit a col-
lection of tennis ball containers dating back to the
1920s. The collection includes balls bagged in

paper, tubed in cardboard and sealed in pressurized
tin cans. Some of the containers have never been
opened, still harboring tennis balls untouched since
leaving the factory almost a century ago.
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The Newport Casino’s famed Horseshoe Court is more than a
pretty showpiece. It’s a court that hosts recreational players
from May through September. With a reservation, anyone can

play on this grass court built in the 1960s. The court is in the
Horseshoe Piazza, part of the original Casino construction in 1880.
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